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In 1991, the United States led a coalition of nations in a war against Iraq, which had invaded and

occupied the neighboring country of Kuwait. That war was relatively brief, but ended with the

withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait, leaving dictator Saddam Hussein still in power. Twelve years

later, the U.S. led a new international coalition into war in Iraq, to bring down Husseins government.

Once again, the military aims were accomplished quicklybut the long-term U.S. goal of creating a

stable democracy in Iraq has failed. This book in the MAJOR U.S. HISTORICAL WARS series

examines the events that led up to the 1991 Gulf War, the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and the

subsequent occupation and reconstruction of that country by the United States and its allies. It

discusses the political and military strategies that were employed in these conflicts, and provides

information about key people, battles, and events. Although U.S. troops were withdrawn from Iraq in

2012, the sectarian conflicts in that country have grown worse, evolving into a full-scale civil war for

which there is no simple solution. Each title in this series contains color photos, maps, chronology

and back matter including: an index, further reading lists for books and internet resources, and a

series glossary. Mason Crests editorial team has placed Key Icons to Look for throughout the books

in this series in an effort to encourage library readers to build knowledge, gain awareness, explore

possibilities and expand their viewpoints through our content rich non-fiction books. Key Icons are

as follows: Words to Understand are shown at the front of each chapter with definitions. These

words are then used in the prose throughout that chapter, and are emboldened, so that the reader is

able to reference back to the d
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Gr 8 Up-There are no splashy covers or sparkly literary lures here, but that doesn't take away from

the quality of this set, which presents straightforward history systematically and plainly. Each title

opens with a dramatized account of a relevant battle. Subsequent chapters trace the origins of the

war in question from its roots in politics and social injustice. Each chapter begins with "Words to

Understand in This Chapter," which highlights and defines terms of thematic relevance. The layout

is simple and features pale yellow backgrounds, text in a small black font, headings in red, and

illustrations boxed and outlined in plain black. Illustrations were chosen with great care and

demonstrate the profound effects of war on human life; for instance, one photo depicts a sobbing

baby sitting amid the rubble in the aftermath of a bombing of a Shanghai train station. This series

strikes the ideal balance between a thorough and well-researched presentation of history and one

that is exciting and engaging. VERDICT An excellent resource.ÃŽÂ±(c) Copyright 2011. Library

Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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